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THE  YEAR 2  STAFF
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THE  YEAR 2  CLASSROOM

• Working walls for each subject – supporting 
learning with key information and vocabulary.

• Books and resources for children to use.



ROUTINES - MORNING

• Parents/carers and children line up on the playground.  Staff will wave once the door is open 
and then you can come up and drop off at the door.  Please chat with us and pass on any 
messages.

• Children put book bags into one of three boxes (red/yellow/orange) as soon as they come into 
the classroom.  PE kits go on pegs at the back of the classroom.  The pegs are named to support 
children and adults finding their space.  They will also keep their coat on this peg.  Water bottles 
will stay with the children wherever they sit in the classroom, so they always have access to 
them.  

• Each child will have a tray to keep their things in just like in Year 1.  

• Children then complete morning tasks.  These will help practise taught skills for example 
spelling or maths fluency.





ROUTINES

At the end of the day
• Children are responsible for gathering all their belongings and get ready for home time.  

They will sit in their seat in the classroom until their name is called.  As in the morning, 
parents/carers line up in the playground and we will wave once we are ready.

Other routines
• PE kits need to be brought on a Monday and stay in school until Friday. 
• Reading books will be changed on a Friday if the reading record is signed.
• Please continue to write notes in planners but let us know in the morning as we don’t 

routinely look every day.  Planners will be signed on a Friday.



LEARNING IN YEAR 2

• AIMS TO BE FUN 
• PERSONALISED LEARNING – intervention, support and stretch as children 

need it.
• Structured teacher inputs.
• Independent learning, paired learning or group learning.
• Hands-on learning, investigation.
• Outdoor ‘classroom’.
• No seating plan/groups change.
• Independent challenge areas – challenge books.
• High expectations
• Celebration of achievement and learning (stickers, team points, certificates).



INDEPENDENT CHALLENGES



CHARACTERISTICS OF EFFECTIVE LEARNING

Hunsley Primary Characteristics of Learning statements build upon the 
crucial Characteristics of Effective Learning which underpin the statutory 
Foundation Stage Curriculum. 

There are 10 statements across the Characteristics, organised under four 
overarching headings – the main areas we wish our pupils to develop: 
- Behaviour for Learning
- Working Positively Together 
- Independent Learning and Enquiry
- Organisation and Communication

The four ‘grades’ of assessment remain the same across the Key Stages: 
1 – I am confident in this area, above age-related expectation 
2 – I am developing these areas well 
3 – I need help to meet these areas sometimes 
4 – I am receiving regular support to meet these areas



OUR CURRICULUM

Our curriculum is based on the National Curriculum 2014.  We teach a knowledge-based curriculum (facts and skills). As a 
free school we have the capability to adapt and add to this.  Our Curriculum plans have just been updated, with lots of 
exciting learning planned for next year. 

• English (reading and writing), maths and science are core subjects. English and maths are taught daily.  Science is taught 
weekly. 

The remaining subjects are known as foundation subjects.
• History, Geography, Art, Design Technology and RS are mainly taught weekly. 
• Music is taught weekly through the Charanga programme.
• PE is twice weekly.
• PSHE is included in House Development days, through weekly assemblies and through our weekly Talk Time lessons and 

is now taught through the Jigsaw PSHE programme.  
• Computing skills are also taught weekly.
• We also learn a little bit of French each week as an introduction to the subject.

There are also times in the week for practise and consolidation of previously taught skills and knowledge.



PHONICS AND SPELLING IN YEAR 2

• Focus switches within Phase 6 to spelling.
• Application of phonics for spelling is key, particularly considering 

alternative graphemes for spelling.
• Different ways to practise spelling are taught.
• Learn spelling of Year 2 Common Exception Words.
• Intervention for any phonics gaps.
• Phonics screening will take place for those who need to take the 

assessment in June 2024.









READING IN YEAR 2

• Independent reading during the week – time to enjoy books and reading.
• Guided/shared reading sessions to teach reading skills (such as inference, 

prediction, sequencing).
• One-to-one reading.
• Online resources and challenges to engage in reading at home via Active 

Learn Bug Club.
• Reading comprehension assessments are used to assess learning and are 

added to teacher assessment to summarise progress and ascertain next 
steps in addition to all the above.



MATHS IN YEAR 2

• We follow the White Rose Maths programme of learning.
• Always based on next steps for each child.
• Concrete, pictorial, abstract learning.
• Mastery curriculum.
• White Rose maths assessments are used at the end of a block and 

a term, which is added to ongoing teacher assessment to give 
summary of progress and ascertain next steps. 

• Fluency practise of number facts and 2, 5 and 10 times tables 
weekly.



WRITING IN YEAR 2

• Writing builds on next steps.
• Lots of opportunities to write.
• Reading linked to writing.
• Punctuation, grammar and spelling patterns (suffixes) taught. 
• ‘Talk’, drama and discussion
• Lots of different genres and text types explored.
• No spelling test.  Spellings given will be linked to those children need to 

practise or words which will support them in their wider curriculum learning.
• Letter formation and size of letters increasingly important in Year 2. 
• Independent writing completed and assessed regularly





WIDER CURRICULUM IN YEAR 2

• Applying skills and learning  across the curriculum.
• Lots of discussion and sharing of ideas through paired talk, small 

groups, whole class sessions.
• Practical and hands on. 
• Facilitate children learning for themselves where possible.
• Recording in books but in lots of different ways – supporting 

learners.



SATS

• NO LONGER IN Y2 
• Teacher assessment but lots of moderation with other schools.



HOME LEARNING

• One activity set weekly on Friday.
• Always consolidation and will contain staggered challenge.
• Alternates between English and maths. 
• Will remain on Google Classroom.
• Feedback will be given to the children as necessary when homework is 

reviewed.
• Reading is encouraged at home as much as possible and please sign planners.
• Practising number facts, times tables (2/3/5/10) and related division facts as 

much as possible at home would be great too.
• Practise the spelling of Common Exception Words as much as possible will help 

spelling.



ANY QUESTIONS?

• What would you like next year’s parent learn sessions on?
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